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March	 is	 in	 like	a	 lion	and	out	
like	a	lamb—or	so	they	say.	
	 	 Here	 at	 St.	 Mark’s	 the	
emphasis	 is	 always	 on	 the	
lamb.	The	lamb	of	God,	that	is.	
As	 I	 thought	 about	 this	 tired,	
old	 cliche,	 I	 began	 to	 think	
about	 the	 difference	 between	
lions	 and	 lambs.	 Lions	 are	
predatory,	 vicious,	 greedy.	
Lambs	are	playful,	trusting	and	
gentle.	
	 There	 are	 a	 lot	 of	 lions	
out	there;	people	who	will	tear	
you	 to	 shreds	 if	 you	 dare	
disagree	 with	 them.	 People	
who	 confuse	 class	 with	 poise,	
dishonor	 with	 honor,	 right	
with	 wrong.	 People	 who	 will	
tell	you	up	is	down	and	bad	is	
good.	 And	 now,	 with	 social	
media	 giving	 everyone	 a	
microphone	 the	 lions	 have	 all	
the	 tools	 in	 the	 world	 they	
need	 to	 advance	 their	 cause,	
whatever	their	cause	may	be.	
	 The	 trick	 is	 not	 to	 give	
in	to	the	lion’s	demands.	We,	as	
Christians,	 are	 called	 to	 be	
gentle,	 kind,	 compassionate,	
forgiving.	 The	 lions	 tell	 us	 to	
abandon	 that	way	 of	 thinking.	
They	say	that	being	a	lamb	is	a	
bad	 thing.	 Lambs	 are	 weak,	
they	 have	 few	 defenses.	 Just	
look	 at	 all	 the	 derogatory	
comments	about	them:	“Stupid	
as	 sheep…	 lambs	 to	 the	
slaughter…	 have	 the	 wool	
pulled	 over	 your	 eyes…	 Llock	

mentality.”		Okay,	I	get	it;	sheep	
aren’t	 the	 brightest	 animals	
o u t	 t h e r e ,	 b u t	 n o t i c e	
something:	Jesus	never	tells	us	
to	become	like	lions.		

	 Jesus	 refers	 to	 h is	
followers	 as	 sheep.	 Why;	
because	we’re	 stupid?	 (Well,	 I	
know	I	am	at	times,	but	I	don’t	
think	that	is	what	he	means.)	I	
think	it	 is	because	sheep	don’t	
hurt	 anybody.	 Sheep	 are	
g en t l e .	 T h ey	 r e c o gn i z e	
someone	who	 genuinely	 cares	
for	 them	 and	 will	 follow	 a	
good	 shepherd	 anywhere.	
Jesus	 tells	 us	 that	 he	 is	 our	
good	shepherd	and	that	we	are	
to	follow	him,	putting	all	of	our	
trust	in	him,	wherever	he	leads	
us.		

	 And,	perhaps	we	should	
pay	 attention	 to	 one	 of	 the	
highest	 metaphors	 ever	 used	
about	Jesus	himself—that	he	is		

the	 ‘Agnus	 Dei’	 (the	 lamb	 of	
God).		
	 The	 world	 needs	 more	
lambs.	 Lambs	 are	 the	 symbol	
for	 gentleness,	 playfulness,	
sweetness.		

We	are	currently	in	the	season	
of	 Lent	 where	 Episcopalians	
give	up	a	whole	host	of	things.	
Maybe	 we	 should	 give	 up	 our	
non-lamb-like	 attitudes—
h a r s h n e s s ,	 b i t t e r n e s s ,	
judgment ,	 s tubbornness ,	
holding	 grudges.	 Lambs	 greet	
e a c h	 n e w	 d a y	 a s	 a n	
opportunity	to	explore,	to	play,	
to	 grow––all	 the	while	 Linding	
enjoyment	 with	 the	 others	 in	
their	 L lock	 and	 trust ing	
comple te ly	 in	 the	 good	
shepherd.	
	 The	shepherd	is	the	one	
who	drives	 the	 lions	away,	 the	
one	 who	 watches	 over	 each	
lamb,	 the	 one	 who	 leaves	 the	
99	 sheep	 safe	 in	 the	 corral	 to	
go	Lind	the	one	that	is	lost	and	
bring	 him	 or	 her	 home.	 They	
know	that	he	cares.	
	 Jesus	 continues	 to	 be	
the	Good	Shepherd,	and	we	are	
to	 be	 members	 of	 his	 Llock,	
trusting	 in	 	 his	 grace	 and	
mercy	to	see	us safely	home.		

Blessings, 
Fr. Scott 

From the Rector

The	world	needs	
more	lambs.	
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As	 in	 previous	 years,	 we	 will	 offer	 an	
evening	worship	service	Monday-Friday	at	
5	 p.m.	 Evening	 Prayer	 will	 be	 offered	 by	
various	lay	readers	on	Mondays,	Tuesdays,	
Thursdays	 and	 Fridays.	 	 Holy	 Eucharist	
will	be	celebrated	on	Wednesdays.		This	is	
an	 excellent	 discipline	 to	 build	 into	 your	
Lenten	 observance.	 Some	 people	 come	
once	 during	 Lent.	 Others	 come	 more	
often.	The	 service	 is	about	 20	minutes	 in	
length.	

Schedule	 	 	 Lay	Reader	
Mondays		 	 	 Gordon	Faulk	
Tuesdays	 	 	 Jan	Byrne	
Wednesdays	 	 (Holy	Eucharist)	
Thursdays	 	 	 Todd	Childers	
Fridays	 	 	 Rob	Gaston

FINANCIAL UPDATE
PLEDGED TO DATE           37,800.00

PLEDGED GIVING needed per month    19,163.00

PLEDGED GIVING past month         20,708.66

PLATE & OTHER GIVING past month        326.00

TOTAL GIVING past month      21,034.66

TOTAL PLEDGED GIVING TO DATE     33,521.66

BUDGET TO DATE                                 40,620.00 

You never know what the Genesis 
Class is up to! Join them on Sunday 
mornings at 10. 

ENDLESS THANKS DEPARTMENT:  
Thank you to John and Lyn Dunbar and John Park for trimming all of our shrubs recently. 

Thank you to the Altar Guild whose endless preparations for multiple service during Lent is 
very much appreciated. 

Thank you to John Park and Charlie Harbaugh for a lot of extra work around the church and 
parish hall buildings lately. 

Thank you to the anonymous donor who has agreed to help us meet our breakfast deficit 
each month. 

Thank you to Carolyn Miller for putting together our annual “Musical Offering.”

LENTEN  SPEAKER:  The  Rev.  Rosa 
Lindahl,  rector  of  Good  Shepherd  in 
Montgomery, will deliver a Lenten talk 
to us on Wednesday night,  March 18.  
There will be a soup/sandwich supper 
beginning  at  6  p.m.  that  night.  Rosa 
will speak around 6:30.  Bring a friend 
for a very powerful presentation.
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Vestry	News 
Your	 St	Mark’s	Vestry	held	 its	monthly	Vestry	mee6ng	on	Monday,	 24	 Feb	 to	 avoid	 conflic6ng	with	 the	 Shrove	
Tuesday	Pancake	Supper.			

We	opened	 the	mee6ng	with	prayer	and	Fr	 ScoF	 read	a	 short	devo6on.	Then,	we	approved	minutes	 from	 the	
January	mee6ng	and	proceeded	to	Old	Business.	The	first	item	was	possible	pain6ng	of	the	kitchen	cabinets	in	Ray	
Hall	where	we	are	wai6ng	on	a	second	es6mate	for	the	work.	We	also	discussed	trimming	of	the	shrubs	and	other	
landscaping	 (John	Park	has	done	a	great	 job	on	 this).	Fr.	ScoF	provided	a	 liFle	more	 info	on	our	newly	elected	
Bishop	Coadjutor,	the	Rev.	Dr.	Glenda	Curry.	Dr.	Curry	will	be	ordained	and	consecrated	bishop	on	Saturday,	June	
27,	2020,	at	the	Cathedral	Church	of	the	Advent,	Birmingham,	by	the	Most	Rev.	Michael	Curry,	presiding	bishop	of	
The	Episcopal	Church.		We	also	discussed	the	Monthly	Sunday	Morning	Men’s	Teams	Breakfasts,	which	have	been	
losing	money	of	late.	The	Vestry	voted	to	approve	a	slight	increase	for	breakfast,	to	$3	a	person,	with	a	max	of	$10	
per	family.	

New	Business	included	a	discussion	of	the	upcoming	visit	by	Bishop	Sloan	this	Sunday,	March	1st.	Reminder	that	
there	will	 be	 one	 service	 at	 10:00	 AM	with	 James	 and	 Richard	 Byard	 to	 be	 confirmed	 by	 Bishop	 Sloan,	 and	 a	
recep6on	to	follow.	Next	on	the	list	was	info	on	the	St	Mark’s	Musical	Offering,	scheduled	for	Saturday,	March	7	in	
the	Sanctuary.	This	special	program	of	a	variety	of	music	performed	by	a	number	of	area	accomplished	musicians	
and	coordinated	by	our	Director	of	Music,	Carolyn	O’Bryan-Miller	is	always	VERY	well-received	and	appreciated	by	
the	PraFville	Community.	Parish	members	are	encouraged	to	come	early	to	ensure	a	seat	and	bring	a	finger	food	
for	the	recep6on	to	follow.	Next,	we	discussed	the	upcoming	Progressive	Dinner,	set	for	Friday,	March	13th.	This	is	
a	new	fellowship	ac6vity,	something	the	parish	hasn’t	done	in	a	long	6me.	The	schedule	is	as	follows:	

5:30-6:00		 Hors	d’oeuvres	at	the	Arnolds’	 1204	Valridge	N.	
6:20-7:00		 Soup	&	Salad	at	the	Robertsons’	 2402	Wyncove	Way	
7:15-7:50	 Main	Course	at	the	Dunbars’	 	 107	Cherokee	Dr	
8:10-8:40	 Dessert	at	the	Gastons’	 	 113	N	Washington	St	

Aderwards,	Fr.	ScoF	will	conduct	Compline	at	the	Church	for	EYC	and	anyone	interested.		

Fr.	ScoF	then	gave	a	rundown	of	the	schedule	for	the	upcoming	Lenten	Season.	Tuesday,	February	25th,	we’ll	have	
our	annual	Shrove	Tuesday	Pancake	Supper,	 followed	by	Ash	Wednesday	Services	at	12:00	PM	and	7:00	PM	on	
February	 26th.	 Then,	 throughout	 the	 season	 of	 Lent,	 we	 will	 have	 services	 every	 weekday	 adernoon	 at	 5:00.	
Evening	Prayer	will	 be	Monday,	 Tuesday,	 Thursday,	 and	Friday,	with	 the	Eucharist	on	Wednesdays.	 The	Evening	
Prayer	 services	 are	15-20	minutes	 and	 conducted	by	 Lay	members	of	 the	parish,	 and	 Fr	 ScoF	will	 conduct	 the	
Eucharist	as	he	normally	does.	 	Parish	members	are	encouraged	to	aFend	some	of	these	services	as	part	of	their	
Lenten	discipline.	The	last	item	of	New	Business	was	a	short	review	of	the	Diocesan	Conven6on	by	Fr.	ScoF	and	
Chas	Cowart,	2	of	our	4	delegates	(Lynn	&	John	Dunbar	were	our	other	2).		
CommiFee	reports	then	followed.	Ader,	we	said	The	Lord’s	Prayer	and	the	mee6ng	adjourned.	Our	next	mee6ng	
will	be	on	Tuesday,	March	24th	@	6:30	PM	in	Chapman	Hall.	

ROB	GASTON	
COMMUNICATIONS	CHAIR	



Our	St	Mark’s	family	gathered	in	Ray	Hall	Tuesday	night,	February	25th,	for	our	Annual	Shrove	Tuesday	Pancake	Supper	hosted	by	
our	EYC.	And,	while	 the	 fes6vi6es	kicked	off	at	5:30	 in	 the	evening,	EYC	members,	 their	 leadership,	parents,	 and	other	adult	
volunteers	gathered	early	to	prep	for	the	evening.	Youth	Leader	Hayley	Taylor,	Todd	Childers,	and	Harriet	and	Park	Hobbs	meet	
around	noon	and	soon	had	the	kitchen	and	all	of	Ray	Hall	permeated	with	the	aroma6c	smell	of	bacon	cooking.	While	the	bacon	
was	cooking,	the	crew	finished	the	kitchen	set	up	for	the	serving	 line	and	Park	decorated	the	tables	 in	Ray.	They	got	mul6ple	
pounds	of	bacon	cooked	and	then	were	joined	by	Joe	Lane	and	Joe’s	friend,	Hailey	Reloza;	Hannah	Childers	and	her	mom	Yulia;	
and	James	&	Richard	Byard.	While	Yulia	prepared	her	specialty	sourdough	pancakes,	Hayley	T.	organized	the	youth	to	prep	the	
rest	of	the	pancake	baFer	for	2	types,	regular	and	Chocolate	Chip,	specially	requested	by	Fr	ScoF	and	Parish	Administrator	Paul	
Whaley.	 All	 of	 this	was	 done	 by	 about	 4	 PM,	 so	 everyone	 had	 a	 chance	 for	 a	 breather,	 then	 began	 cooking	 the	 bulk	 of	 the	
pancakes.	Hayley	had	the	youth	set	up	 in	teams	and	they	had	10	pounds	of	pancake	baFer	cooked	up	with	plenty	of	6me	to	
spare.	Many	thanks	to	Andy	Hobbs,	who	came	to	the	rescue	when	we	ran	a	liFle	short	of	sterno!		

Parish	members	and	friends	began	arriving	a	liFle	before	5:30.	Fr	ScoF	prayed	over	the	food	and	our	gathering,	and	gave	what	
liFle	instruc6on	was	needed.	This	did	include	a	special	thanks	to	Al	Booth,	who	had	donated	a	gallon	jug	of	genuine	Vermont	
maple	syrup,	that	most	people	made	a	beeline	for,	once	they	were	served.	All	told,	we	had	roughly	52	in	aFendance,	and	NO	
ONE	went	away	hungry!	In	return,	parish	members	were	kind	enough	to	donate	$348	for	EYC	ac6vi6es.	

This	was	a	great	way	to	begin	our	2020	Lenten	Season	and	we	greatly	appreciate	the	effort	of	Hayley,	all	the	EYC	members,	and	
their	parents.	Good	Show!!!	

ROB	GASTON	
COMMUNICATIONS	CHAIR	


