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Bishop Henry Parsley used to 
say: “It’s Advent; slow down.” 

 Sometimes we miss the 
importance of this season in the 
pell-mell rush towards Christmas. 
The world outside is screaming: 
‘Buy, Buy, Buy!’ but the Church 
has a different message.  

We whisper: 'Come, prepare 
your hearts, make room… for He 
is near.' 

Advent is the season of four 
Sundays before Christmas in which 
we hear of the promises of old, and 
await the good news of the coming 
Messiah.  

During Advent, we not only 
talk of the first coming of the 
Christ in Bethlehem of Judea, but 
also of his promised return. We 
are to slow down and prepare our 
hearts and minds during this holy 
season. 

I realize this is extremely 
difficult to do. It is so easy to get 
caught up in the madness that the 
world throws at us this time of the 
year.  

Every year, I hear someone say 
in disgust: “I can’t wait until 
Christmas is over.”   

That’s exactly the scene-
stealing scenario Satan wants to 
produce… getting our eyes off of 
the wonder and holiness of 
Christmas, and blinding us to the 
truth. 

Which is why we need to honor 
Advent in our lives. Remember, 
Christmas only starts on Dec. 25. 
There are 12 wonderful days that 
you can celebrate with family and 
friends. Don’t be in such a rush to 
do everything on Dec. 25. 

The ancient Church gave us an 
entire season of Christmas –– a gift 
that the Puritans nearly wiped out 
(but then, Puritans weren’t very 
interested in celebrations of any 
kind, other than branding sinners 
and burning witches, that is.)  

And, since we have an entire 
season in which to celebrate 

Christmas, we can do as Bishop 
Parsley recommended and ’slow 
down’ during Advent.  

There are lots of ways you can 
do this. One way to honor Advent 
might be taking a day each week to 
help with a service project. Other 
ways include fasting for a meal or 
a day; setting aside extra time for a 
prayer or meditation; adding a 
scripture reading each evening 

before bedtime; or praying one of 
the services in the prayer book for 
individuals and families (p. 136).  

One of the offerings we are 
providing this season is a three-
part series of Noonday prayers on 
the first three Mondays in Advent. 

These will include a short order 
of service with a different speaker 
each week as well as a catered 
sandwich lunch. (We ask for $5 to 
help defray the cost.) 

The dates for the remaining 
Noonday prayer and lunch will be 
Dec. 9 and 16. We will begin 
precisely at noon each of those 
Mondays. Speakers will be:  

December 2: Drew Willis, 
associate pastor at First United 
Methodist. 

December 9: The Rev. Rosa 
Lindahl, rector of Holy Comforter 
in Montgomery. 

December 16: The Rev. Charles 
Wolsdorf, retired priest, Diocese of 
Central Gulf Coast. 

Bishop Parsley’s admonition: 
'It’s Advent: Slow Down’ is one we 
need to take to heart in our 
individual lives. 

Let us ponder just what it is 
that God has done and what he has 
accomplished in this world and in 
our individual lives. 

Advent Blessings, 
Father Scott 
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Donate to AICC by 
choosing Angel from 

Tree 
The season of Advent at St. Mark’s 

brings our annual Angel Tree.   
Each angel on the tree represents 

items needed by the Autauga Interfaith 
Care Center, the AICC.  All gifts will go 
directly there to be dispersed to 
approved families in need, all living in 
our county.  

Many of our St Mark’s members 
either volunteer there, or have in the 
past, and all of them would  tell you that 
the need is great. Our collection at St 
Mark’s is very important and eagerly 
awaited each year.   

You may notice this year that there 
are relatively more food items than 
before.  The angels are updated yearly to 
reflect the most pressing needs each 
season.  Let’s continue once again to 
love and serve, and help fulfill our 
mission at St Mark’s. 

Christmas Eve Schedule 

Eucharist 5:00 p.m.  

Carols 10:30 p.m. 

Eucharist 11:00 p.m. 

Sign up to Deliver Meals on Wheels 
E a c h D e c e m b e r, S t . M a r k ’s 

participates in Meals on Wheels, by 
delivering noon-time meals to a number 
of people in our community. If you 
would like to help this year, please 
write your name on the sign up list in 
the back of the church. Thank you.  

Advent Festival Planned for Dec. 8 
 Sunday evening, Dec. 8, at 5:30 p.m. 

the First Sunday service will be an 
Advent festival of lessons and carols. 
The theme for the potluck is “Holiday 
Cooking.” Bring whatever dish you 
associate with Thanksgiving or 
Christmas and come join the fun! 

The St. Mark’s Chili Cook-off was a huge success. Thank 
you to all our contestants! Congratulations to Cindy’s 
Restaurant for winning both the People’s Choice and the 
Judge’s Choice award!
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Newsletter Submission Info
Just a reminder: all articles for the Winged Lion are due 
no later than the 20th of each month. Please see to it that 
your news and information are submitted to the editor, 
Becky Obert, by that date. Becky has a mail box in the 
o f f i c e h a l l w a y o r y o u c a n e m a i l h e r a t 
beckyobert@mac.com.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

PLEDGED TO DATE                210,420.00

PLEDGED GIVING needed per month     19,563.00

PLEDGED GIVING past month               17,340.38

PLATE & OTHER GIVING past month       5,034.50

(Includes proceeds from Chili Cookoff $4,200.00)

TOTAL GIVING past month     22,374.88

TOTAL GIVING to date   208,860.38

BUDGET TO DATE                       255,844.00 
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St. Marks’ Episcopal Church
178 East Fourth Street
Prattville, AL 36067

Annual Meeting
Sunday

December 8
10:00  a.m.
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